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Upon leaving the Naval Academy I had my first
regular command, though on various occasions I had
been acting commander of a vessel in the regular
commander's absence. I was given the Narragan-
sett, a third-class sloop. I had spent three months
on board her in New York harbor without orders
to go to sea when I was transferred to the Supply,
one of three naval vessels that had been detailed to
take supplies contributed by the American public to
the relief of the French who had suffered privations
in the siege of Paris. She was an antiquated store-
ship of a little over five hundred tons burden.

As we had to cross the Atlantic under sail, the
relief we carried was not very expeditious, to say the
least. When we arrived at Havre we found the
wharves piled with supplies which were neglected,
as at that time Paris was in the throes of the Com-
mune. A telegram from the committee in charge of
delivering the stores instructed me to take them to
London, where they could be sold and the proceeds
distributed to better advantage than if I landed
them. So I took the Supply up the Thames to the
London docks, where I turned my cargo over to the
committee, consisting of the American minister, Mr.
Junius S. Morgan, Mr. Charles Marshall, the banker,
and Mr. Charles Lanier. I spent a delightful month
in London with my friend Francis Blake, a banker,
who had formerly been in the navy.

Upon my return I was at the Boston Navy Yard
for a few months, and then was sent to the naval